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EDITORIAL COMMENT 975 

has been said on the Cerruti case, which should have been, but was not, 
decided finally by President Cleveland in 1897. 

FREDERIC PASSY 

On July 22, 1908, Sir Randal Cremer, one of the founders of the 
Interparliamentary Union, died. On June 12, 1912, M. Frederic Passy, 
Cremer's coadjutor in the founding of the Interparliamentary Union, 
passed away at Paris. They had both founded organizations in their 
respective countries for the peaceful settlement of international disputes; 
the International Arbitration League of the one, the Societe" franqaise 
pour I'arbitrage entre nations of the other, exist. Their joint work, the 
Interparliamentary Union, with national groups in the various countries, 
international in fact as well as in theory, is firmly established and, wisely 
directed, is capable of rendering notable services to the world at large. 
They were both members of the parliaments of their respective countries, 
and they were both laureates of the Nobel Peace Prize, and their names 
are inseparably connected with national as well as international institu- 
tions, which they had the insight, the wisdom, and the honor to call 
into being. In another respect their careers were singularly alike, for 
a merciful Providence prolonged their years in order that they might 
see and enjoy the success of their labors. 1 

Frederic Passy was born at Paris on May 20, 1822, so that at the 
time of his death he had rounded out ninety years of a life devoted to the 
betterment of mankind. For many years he was chiefly interested in 
political economy, and brought to the peace movement the reputation 
of a sound and thoughtful economist. In 1867 he founded, with a group 
of friends, La Ligue internationale et permante de la paix, the title of 
which was afterward changed to Societe" franqaise des amis de la paix, 
and which exists at present under the name of La Societe' franqaise pour 
I'arbitrage entre nations. The Interparliamentary Union was due, as 
has been said, to the joint initiative of Sir Randal Cremer and M. Passy 
It held its first meeting in 1888 at Paris, where it was definitely organized, 
and from 1889 it has regularly met. It was a singularly happy idea of 
the English workman and the French aristocrat and economist to or- 
ganize a union composed of members of the different parliaments tor 
the presence of a compact group of deputies, in every parliament, in 

1 For the career of Sir Randal Cremer, see the American Journal or Inter- 
national Law (1908), Vol. 2, pp. 858-862. 



976 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

favor of the peaceful settlement of international disputes could and has 
exercised a powerful influence in debate, in shaping policy, and in secur- 
ing the consideration, if not the actual acceptance, of peaceful settle- 
ment of international differences. Of its many services two may be 
mentioned: the so-called Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague 
is due in large measure to the project of the Interparliamentary Union 
of the year 1894, and the proposals for a general arbitration treaty, dis- 
cussed so earnestly at the Second Hague Conference, were based upon 
the labors of the Interparliamentary Union. 

With the growth of the Union and the increase of its membership, its 
influence has become more marked, and it is perhaps not too much to 
say that the Interparliamentary Union either is or can become the 
greatest single instrumentality for the preservation of peace between 
nations. Therefore, believers in the peaceful settlement of international 
disputes, whether by virtue of a general treaty of arbitration or by the 
decision of an international court of arbitration, owe a debt of gratitude 
to Sir Randal Cremer and Frecleric Passy, for they were leaders in a 
movement, whose ultimate success is certain, however remote it may 
unfortunately be. 

THE PANAMA CANAL ACT 

On August 24th last, another chapter in the long and eventful history 
of the attempt of man to overcome what up to a few years ago was re- 
garded as an almost insuperable barrier of nature to the mingling of 
the waters of the Atlantic and Pacific between the two continents of 
the Western Hemisphere, was completed and added to the already 
numerous pages of the record of the interoceanic canal. On that day, 
President Taft affixed his signature in approval of the Act recently 
passed by the Congress of the United States "to provide for the open- 
ing, maintenance, protection and operation of the Panama Canal, and 
the sanitation and government of the Canal Zone." 

No other legislative body has, it is believed, within many years, had 
before it for consideration questions so fraught with internal interest, 
so keenly and eagerly watched by powerful interested governments and 
of such vital importance to the commerce and future prosperity and 
development of the world, as are involved in the "opening, maintenance, 
protection and operation of the Panama Canal." When the Isthmus 
no longer separates the Caribbean Sea from the Bay of Panama, the 
distance by water from the Atlantic to the Pacific coasts of the United 



